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a Catholic rising. Above all, in case of Elizabeth's death,
Mary must necessarily be her successor—and Elizabeth's health
was always bad. Further, Cecil was beginning to understand
by this time that Elizabeth was incapable of having children.
The First Step in Cecil's Arrangements for the Ruin
of Mary Queen of Scots. The first step in Cecil's arrange-
ments for ruining and ultimately destroying Mary Queen of
Scots was to prevent her meeting^ her cousin Elizabeth, who
had promised her protection. This was best done by saying
that she could not be given an audience until she was cleared
of complicity in Darnley's murder. But as she would certainly
indignantly refuse to be tried, she being a crowned head, on
any accusation, especially by foreigners, Cecil astutely suggested
that not she but her accusers should be examined. Mary com-
mitted the false step of allowing this plea, and saying that the
English Government was welcome to examine, and 'try/ as it
were, her enemies. A conference was summoned at York,
where the chief of Mary's enemies were to appear, Moray,
Morton, and Maitland. They brought with them what have
since become famous as the "Casket Letters." These were
documents purporting to be the copies of love sonnets written
by Mary to 'Bothwell, and the draft of a first marriage contract
agreed to between them. The latter has been proved a forgery;
and the argument against the former is that only copies were
produced. Mary wholly denied the authorship; she demanded
the originals, and also to be brought face to face with her
accusers. Cecil took care that neither demand should be
granted. One of the English Commissioners sent to confer at
York was the fourth Duke of Norfolk, Elizabeth's first cousin
once removed, for Anne Boleyn had been his great-aunt. He
was thirty-two years of age, had been brought up by Foxe, the
author of the Book of Martyrs, and was a strong anti-Catholic.
He was a guileless, open sort of young man, easily duped, and
the Scottish traitor Maitland, the Secretary, used him as
follows.
Maitland told him that the Regent Moray would favour his
marriage with Mary Queen of Scots. He told Mary that the
marriage was the only thing that could save her, and said that
he had only come to York in order to do her that service; and
be told Mary's friends that if she married Norfolk Elizabeth
would put her back on the throne of Scotland. All these three

